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CORONAVIRUS 


Virus hits 
home with 
5 cases 


Mayor asks residents to 
follow emergency orders 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Five Agawam residents have 
tested positive for Covid-19, May- 
or William Sapelli announced on 
Tuesday. 

They and their household 
members have been quaran- 
tined under orders from the town 
Health Department and _ state 
Department of Public Health, he 
added. The announcement came 
on the same day that the gover- 
nor issued a “stay-at-home advi- 
sory, and ordered the closure of 
“non-essential” businesses, in all 
of Massachusetts. It also followed 
a week that saw Agawam close 
all personal care businesses and 
further reduce town government 
services. 

“Tt is crucial for residents to 
remain vigilant in this unprec- 
edented environment and take 
every precaution to protect them- 
selves, their family members and 
the community, Sapelli said in a 
statement. 

The Agawam cases join ap- 
proximately 1,155 other con- 
firmed cases in Massachusetts 
as of March 24. Statewide, there 
have been 11 deaths attributed to 
Covid-19, the disease caused by 
the 2019 novel coronavirus. 

Health Agent Kathleen Auer 
on March 20 had ordered that 
all personal care establishments 
close March 23 until further no- 
tice — any business where staff 
and clients are forced to be within 
6 feet of each other, such as hair 
and nail salons, babershops, spas, 
massage and body art establish- 
ments and driving schools. 

This was followed on March 
23 by the order from Gov. Charlie 
Baker stopping all in-person ser- 
vice at “non-essential” businesses 
as of Tuesday. The governor's ban 
will end at noon Tuesday, April 7, 
unless it is extended. 


Emergency aid 

Police and fire departments in 
Agawam remain fully staffed, 24 
hours a day, but most in-person 
services have been suspended. 

Police, firefighters and am- 
bulance will respond to all 9-1-1 
calls. EMTs are asking, however, 
that anyone who calls for service 
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SCHOOL STREET PARK ELECTION 


Closing the barn door? —_ Senate 
Board wants a usage plan Dp rim ary 


ephainiouns resiated 
for May 


mballway@turley.com 
own Officials are looking 
for money again to fix the 
By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 





School Street Barn. But 
theyre also looking for a reason 
why it matters. 

“This is an old building which 
is going to serve no purpose other 
than being on the historical reg- 
ister, and were going to spend a 
quarter-million dollars, protest- 
ed Richard Maggi, a member of 
the towns Community Preserva- 
tion Act Committee, at a meeting 
earlier this month. 

He was responding to a pro- 
posal to appropriate $329,530 on 
repair work at the barn, located 
at the entrance to School Street 
Park near the corner of School 
Street and River Road. The money 
would come from the CPA, which 
is funded by a 1 percent surcharge 
on Agawam property taxes and 
matching grants from the state. 
At their March 4 meeting, the CPA 
Committee agreed to discuss the 
matter further before deciding 
whether to recommend the ex- 
pense to the City Council, which 
would make the final decision. 

Several committee members 
joined Maggi in objecting to 
spending money on a renovation Officials are 
project that wont even allow the considering a 
building to be opened to the pub- —_ $329,530 project 
lic, because it is not fully handi- to rehabilitate the 
cap-accessible. town-owned School 

“It’s going to be very difficult Street Barn — but 
for me to vote for it” said CPA "ot to open it to the 


Voters in Agawam will have 
to wait to choose their next state 
senator. 

The Massachusetts Senate on 
Monday voted to delay the March 
31 special election to Tuesday, 
May 19, according to the secretary 
of state's office. Additionally, the 
Legislature and governor agreed 
that day on a law to expand ac- 
cess to absentee voting. 

Two candidates are vying for 
the open seat, Agawam business- 
man John Cain, R-Southwick, and 
state Rep. John Velis, D-Westfield. 
The senate district includes all 
of Agawam and Feeding Hills, as 
well as nine other cities and towns 
ranging from Tolland to Holyoke, 
and four precincts in Chicopee. 

As the coronavirus pandemic 
has prompted the closure of gov- 
ernment offices across the state 
and advice that residents to avoid 
any gatherings and unnecessary 
travel outside the home, voter ad- 
vocacy groups and some elected 
officials had pressed Secretary of 
State William Galvin to move the 
election date. 

Debra O'Malley, the director of 
communications for the secretary 
of state, said the executive branch 
couldnt act until the Senate, 





open earlier this week. Robinson State Park, like other 

Going to the park remains one _ parks owned by the state Depart- 
of the few leisure activities out- ment of Conservation and Recre- 
side the house that officials are 


; _ public. i which had called the election in 
Committee Chairman Henry Ko siugrosey ne 
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POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police De- 
partment responded to 292 
calls for service March 16- 
22. There were no arrests 
recorded in the public log. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. As soon as possible 

5. Gateway (Arabic) 

8. Doctors’ group 

11. Madder genus of 
plants 

13.A team’s best pitcher 

14. Ancient Greek 
sophist 

15. Go up 

16. Neither 

17. Bolivian river 

18. Manila hemp 

20. Comedienne 
Gasteyer 

21. British School 

22. Human reproductive 
organs 

25. Surrenders 

30. Dog with long, silky 
coat and drooping 
ears 

31. Sun up in New York 

32. Lead alloy 

33. Eastern Asian plant 


38. Rapid deployment 
force (abbr.) 

41. Japanese warrior 

43. Festivity 

45. Interruptions 

47. Nonsense (slang) 

49. Data mining 
methodology (abbr.) 

50. Calvary sword 

55. French river 

56. Global business 
conference (abbr.) 

9/. Afflicted 

59, Con man’s game 

60. No (Scottish) 

61. Jewish spiritual 
leader 

62. Fish 

63. Camera term (abbr.) 

64. Impudence 

67. Dark brown or black 


CLUES DOWN 
1. A continuous portion 
of acircle 
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Services continue online during library closure 


Agawams library is 
closed until at least March 
28 and even the book drop is 
locked, but town residents 
can still access many re- 
sources — including apply- 
ing for a temporary library 
card — over the Internet. 

“Although our patrons 
will not have access to our 
physical collections, there 
are many resources avail- 
able digitally and through 
our streaming platforms, 
library staff said in a press 
release this week. “To en- 
sure access, we have re- 
laxed some of our standard 
operating procedures so 
that more people can enjoy 
our online materials.’ 


Current library card hold- 
ers can log in using their card 
number and PIN at www.aga- 
wamlibrary.org/research/ 
databases-2, to access a 
variety of educational and 
entertainment resources, 
or www.agawamlibrary.org/ 
research/ebooks-streaming, 
for e-books. Those who need 
to reset their PIN can visit 
bark.cwmars.org/eg/opac/ 
password_reset. 

Agawam residents who 
do not have a current li- 
brary card can use tempo- 
rary cards that will be ac- 
tive until June 1. To request 
temporary credentials, 
email _libstaff@agawam. 
ma.us. Residents will need 


to supply their full name, 
street address, telephone 
number, email and _ birth- 
date. Patrons will be issued 
a temporary card with a 
PIN, which will allow ac- 
cess to library resources. 
After June 1, patrons can 
apply for a permanent card 
when they visit the library 
and show a current ID and 


proof of address. 
Most of the library's 
streaming services are 


available as apps for mobile 
devices, and can be down- 
loaded from the Apple Apps 
Store or Google Play Store: 

« Libby has thousands of 
e-books, audiobooks, and 
magazines. 


« Hooplais another source 
for e-books, audiobooks, T'V, 
movies, and music. 

¢ Kanopy is a stream- 
ing film service that offers 
thousands of films, docu- 
mentaries and shorts from 
producers in the U.S. and 
around the world. 

- RBdigital service offers 
access e-books, magazines, 
British TV productions, 
music concerts and col- 
lege-level courses. 

« Freegal is also avail- 
able for downloadable and 
streaming music, with a 
selection of over 7 million 
songs. 

The library building at 
750 Cooper St., Agawam, 


is closed and locked until 
at least March 28, and that 
date may be extended. The 
book drop is also locked. 

All items _ currently 
checked out have had their 
due dates changed to May 1. 
There are no overdue fines 
accruing during the library 
closing. Patrons should 
hold on to these items until 
the building reopens. 

While the building is 
closed, the library's tele- 
phone system is unstaffed. 
Anyone with questions 
about library services 
should contact the staff by 
email at libstaff@agawam. 
ma.us, or check for updates 
on social media. 





Gov.: Businesses must close, all should stay 


Gov. Charlie Baker 
this week issued an emer- 
gency order requiring all 
businesses and organiza- 
tions that do not provide 
“Covid-19 Essential Ser- 
vices’ to close their physical 
workplaces and facilities to 
workers, customers and the 
public until noon Tuesday, 
April 7. These businesses 
are encouraged to continue 
operations remotely. 

Baker also directed 
the Department of Pub- 
lic Health to issue a stay- 
at-home advisory with 
self-isolation and _ social 
distancing protocols. Res- 
idents are advised to stay 
home and avoid unneces- 
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from Arizona 
5. Popular fruit 


7. Scolded 
8. Assists 


(abbr.) 
12. Basics 
14. Cain and __ 
19. Malaria 


shape 
Time 


26. Imitate 
27. Golf score 


2. Genus of seabirds 
3. Infant’s dining 


4, Native Americans 
6. Poisonous plant 


9. Hand (Spanish) 
10. Amazon product 
identifying system 


23. Indicates particular 


24, Respiratory disease 
25. Central Standard 


28. A place to lay your 
head 


sary travel and other un- 
necessary activities during 
this two-week period. Resi- 
dents over 70 years of age or 
with underlying health con- 
ditions, who are considered 
at high risk when exposed 
to the coronavirus, should 
limit social interactions 
with other people as much 
as possible. 

The advisory stops short 
of mandating that people 
stay home, but the Baker 
administration has banned 
gatherings of more than 10 
people, a reduction from 
the 25-person limit estab- 
lished in an earlier order. 

This includes commu- 
nity, civic, public, leisure, 
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29. Three cards of the 
same suit 

34. Not in 

35. Human gene 

36. Ancient Chinese 
philosophic concept 

37. French river 

39. Thinks up 

40. Type of geological 
deposit 

41, Helps little firms 

42. Area units 

44. A device to remove 

45. Secret political clique 

46. Polite interruption 
sound 

47. Foundation 

48. Clare Boothe __, 
American writer 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

54. Resistance fighters 

58. Speak disrespecttully 
of 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 4 





faith-based events, and any 
similar event or activity 
that brings together more 
than 10 persons in any con- 
fined indoor or outdoor 
space. The order does not 
prohibit gatherings of more 
than 10 people in an out- 
door space, like a park or 
athletic field. 

The DPH issued several 
recommendations on how 
Massachusetts _ residents 
can limit their potential ex- 
posure to the coronavirus. 

« Residents can leave the 
home for essential shop- 
ping, to get fresh air or ex- 
ercise, but should practice 
“social distancing, staying 
6 feet away from others, 
and limit their exposure to 
frequently touched surfac- 
es. Some stores have estab- 
lished alternative hours for 
high-risk individuals. 

« Pharmacy prescrip- 
tions should be filled for 90 
days, if possible; high-risk 
individuals should use a 
mail-order service. 

¢« Residents should 
communicate with fami- 
ly, friends and neighbors 
through telephone or video 
chat. Parents should not 
arrange play dates for their 
children. 

« Close-contact activi- 
ties, such as sports games, 
should be eliminated. 

- Non-essential medi- 
cal care such as eye exams, 
teeth cleaning and elec- 
tive procedures must be 
rescheduled. If possible, 
health care visits should be 
done remotely. 


Essential businesses 

The Baker administra- 
tion issued a list of desig- 
nated businesses and other 
organizations that provide 
essential services and work- 


forces related to Covid-19 
that will be allowed to stay 
open during this two-week 
period. While these busi- 
nesses are designated as 
essential, they are urged 
to follow social distancing 
protocols. 

Exceptions to the busi- 
ness ban include health 
care facilities, and indus- 
tries that support health 
care; health, disability and 
youth care providers; phar- 
macies; mortuaries and 
related businesses; law 
enforcement and_ public 
safety agencies, and con- 
tractors who support them; 
groceries and other food re- 
tail, including farm stands 
and liquor stores; farmers 
and food manufacturers; 
restaurant carry-out, quick- 
serve and delivery services; 
other businesses related to 
food, livestock and forestry; 
businesses related to ener- 
gy generation and distribu- 
tion, and fuel distribution; 
hazardous waste, waste 
and wastewater businesses; 
businesses in transporta- 
tion and logistics, including 
personal transportation 
such as auto repair, rental 
cars, cabs and ride-hailing 
services; workers involved 
in the construction, main- 
tenance, operation or in- 
spection of public works; 
workers in the communi- 
cations industry, including 
the news media; workers 
in information technology; 
workers in financial ser- 
vices; and workers involved 
in essential government or 
defense operations. 

Businesses and organi- 
zations not on the list of 
essential services are en- 
couraged to continue op- 
erations through remote 
means that do not require 


home 


workers, customers, or the 
public to enter or appear at 
the brick-and-mortar prem- 
ises closed by the order. 

Restaurants, bars, and 
other establishments that 
sell food and _ beverage 
products to the public are 
encouraged to continue to 
offer food for takeout and 
by delivery if they follow 
social distancing protocols. 
On-premises consumption 
of food or drink is prohib- 
ited. 

Intrastate waste and 
recycling collection and 
disposal will continue un- 
interrupted during the 
coronavirus emergency. 
Due to the essential nature 
of these services, the state 
will provide relief from 
state and federal require- 
ments that govern the 
hours of service allowed 
for commercial vehicle op- 
erators involved in waste 
and recycling transporta- 
tion and collection, while 


maintaining important 
safety protections and 
measures. 


Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Environmental 
Protection Commissioner 
Martin Suuberg said, “It is 
imperative that residents 
across the (state) be able 
to rely on key services such 
as waste and recycling col- 
lection and disposal. By 
issuing this emergency or- 
der, we can better protect 
public health by ensuring 
that residents are able to 
maintain proper hygiene, 
cleanliness, and _ social 
distancing in their homes 
while navigating these new 
and challenging circum- 
stances. 

For more information, 
visit www.mass.gov/doc/ 
covid-19-essential-services. 


Banks are open, but urge online visits 


The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association an- 
nounced that banks 
throughout the state will 
remain open while keeping 
their customers and em- 
ployees safe. 

According to Gov. Char- 
lie Baker’s order issued 
March 23, financial insti- 
tutions such as banks are 
considered essential ser- 
vices and will not be sub- 
ject to the closure. 

“While we strongly en- 
courage all Massachusetts 
residents to heed the gover- 


nor's stay-at-home advisory 
and use online or mobile 
banking, consumers will 
continue to have access to 
banking services during the 
mandatory non-essential 
business closure, said Dan- 
iel Forte, MBA president 
and CEO. “The safest place 
for your money right now 
is in your local bank, where 
it is insured up to $250,000 
by the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corporation. Many 
Massachusetts banks also 
have excess insurance to 
protect your funds.’ 


Consumers needing ac- 
cess to banking services 
should check with their 
institution, as many banks 
have closed branch lobbies, 
reduced hours or shifted to 
drive-through-only. Howev- 
er, bank staff are available 
to serve customers and an- 
swer questions. In addition, 
access to funds through 
online and mobile banking, 
ATMs and at point-of-sale 
transactions remains avail- 
able during this time. 

For more information, 
visit www.massbankers.org. 
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share your stories 
of staying at home 


The Agawam Adver- 
tiser News wants to know 
how youre coping with the 
coronavirus closures and 
how theyve changed all 
of our lives — no school, 
no work, social distancing 
and staying at home. 

We cant meet our 
neighbors in the school- 
yards, playing fields or 
workplaces of Agawam, 
but we can all share a 
few snapshots of what 
life's like with the kids in 
the house and the home 
office working overtime. 
Take a minute to send in 
an update on how youre 
doing, what fun enrich- 
ment activities the kids 
have been up to, or any- 
thing else that’s made the 
past two weeks a special 
time in your home. In- 
clude full names of the 
writer or photographer, 


and anyone visible in 
each photo. We'll print 
the best entries in next 
week's newspaper, and 
in subsequent weeks as 
the state of emergency 
continues. The best way 
to contact us is at aan@ 
turley.com. 

We would also be glad 
to publish Agawam chil- 
drens artwork, essays or 
photos created during the 
school closure. Include 
the creator's full name, 
age, and school attended. 

For all submissions, 
also include a telephone 
number and email ad- 
dress. We wont publish 
this information, but may 
use it to verify identities 
or ask follow-up ques- 
tions. 

Stay safe out there 
— and let us know how 
youre doing! 


Boldyga votes relief 
for workers, towns 


State Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga, R-Southwick, is 
working with his colleagues 
to respond to the corona- 
virus pandemic by taking 
steps to protect the public 
and provide support for 
workers who lose their jobs 
as a result of the outbreak. 

The House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate have 
approved a bill waiving the 
one-week waiting period 
for laid-off workers ap- 
plying for unemployment 
benefits. The changes are 
retroactive to March 10, the 
day Gov. Charlie Baker de- 
clared a state of emergency 
in response to the outbreak, 
and will remain in place for 
90 days after the governors 
order is lifted. 

The Legislature previ- 
ously enacted a supplemen- 
tal budget providing $15 
million in assistance to the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health, as well as 
local and regional boards 
of health. This money is be- 
ing used to support ongo- 
ing monitoring, treatment, 
containment, public aware- 
ness and prevention efforts 
against the virus. 

“Tt was crucial that the 
legislation took swift action 
to address urgent issues re- 
lating to the outbreak,’ said 
Boldyga. “A total of $20 mil- 
lion in funding will provide 


small businesses the means 
to address emergency 
needs due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I am proud of 
the steadfast work that was 
made to move this legisla- 
tion along as quickly as pos- 
sible to assist working class 
people and small business 
owners. 

The House and Senate 
this week also passed a 
bill filed by Baker to assist 
municipalities with essen- 
tial government functions 
during the state of emer- 
gency. ‘The legislation al- 
lows towns with a Town 
Meeting form of govern- 
ment to postpone those 
meetings until after June 
30, if necessary, and to re- 
duce quorum requirements 
to comply with “social dis- 
tancing’ advice. 

Boldyga encourages 
constituents to use the 
states website at www. 
mass.gov/resource/in- 
formation-on-the-out- 
break-of-coronavirus-dis- 
ease-2019-covid-19 to stay 
informed about the latest 
developments during the 
state of emergency. 

Boldgya represents Aga- 
wam, Granville and South- 
wick in the state House of 
Representatives. He can be 
reached at 413-569-3137, 
ext. 103, or Nicholas.Boldy- 
ga@mahouse.gov. 


Bethany food bank still 
open for local families 


Although Bethany As- 
sembly of God in Agawam 
is closed for in-person 
services and events, in ac- 
cordance with Gov. Bak- 
ers ban on gatherings of 
more than 25 people, the 
churchs Food Bank _ re- 
mains open, serving fami- 
lies in need throughout the 
community. 

Food Bank hours are 1-3 
p.m. Mondays and Fridays; 
6-8 p.m. on the first Tues- 
day of each month; and 


9-11 a.m. on the last Satur- 
day of each month. 

Clients do not need to 
be members of Bethany. 
First-time guests must 
bring a picture ID as well 
as a piece of mail with their 
current address on it. Their 
information will be entered 
into the database so they 
can access the Food Bank 
once a month. 

Bethany Assembly of 
God is at 580 Main St., 
Agawam. 
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Jail pauses inmate visits to slow virus 


By Elise Linscott 
élinscott@turley.com 


The Hampden Coun- 
ty Sheriff's Department is 
making several operational 
changes in light of the coro- 
navirus pandemic, includ- 
ing temporarily pausing 
inmate visits and requir- 
ing professional visitors to 
wear face masks. 

The department recent- 
ly had one person placed in 
preventative medical quar- 
antine for showing symp- 
toms potentially associated 
with Covid-19, according 
to a press release. But as of 
March 13, that person was 
symptom-free and deter- 
mined not to be ill and was 
removed from preventative 
medical quarantine. 

The sheriff last week 
held a press conference 
and announced a number 
of temporary operational 
changes, including pausing 
inmate visits for 60 days or 
until the threat of Covid-19 
passes, authorizing two 
hours of free phone calls 
per week and giving each 
inmate three free envelopes 
per week. 

“These are unprecedent- 
ed times and to adapt, and 
best protect our staff, the of- 
fenders in our care and the 
general public, we are taking 


__~—_t 


Sheriff Nick Cocchi details the Hampden County Sheriff's Department 





response to the coronavirus pandemic at the county jail in Ludlow last 


week. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


unprecedented measures 
that impact virtually every 
aspect of our operations, 
said Hampden County Sher- 
iff Nick Cocchi. “None of 
these decisions were made 
lightly and we will con- 
tinually be evaluating our 
decisions over the coming 
weeks to ensure that these 
changes remain necessary 
and are the best way to en- 
sure the health and safety of 
every staff member and per- 
son in our care. 

Other operational 
changes include tempo- 
rarily stopping all offend- 
er-based programs and 
reducing programs provid- 


ed by the sheriff's depart- 
ment; allowing attorney, 
clergy and court-ordered 
visits only if the visitors 
wear face masks and avoid 
physical contact; and alter- 
ing the PVTAs Stonybrook 
Express bus line, which is 
subsidized by the sheriff's 
department and which will 
temporarily stop bringing 
passengers to the correc- 
tional facilities. 
Work-release employ- 
ees and community service 
crews assigned to do resti- 
tution will discontinue their 
work until further notice. 
Health services’ will 
screen and must approve 


every request for a transfer 
from other facilities and the 
department will not accept 
a transfer unless the subject 
has already been in custody 
for at least 14 days and is 
shown to be symptom-free. 

Non-essential staff have 
been excused from report- 
ing to work. Meal services 
for inmates will continue 
as normal and all medical 
services will continue with 
additional attention paid to 
the transmission of infec- 
tious diseases throughout 
the department's facilities, 
according to the depart- 
ment. 

The Western Massachu- 
setts County Correctional 
Officers Basic Training 
Academy has also been 
closed until further notice. 
Academy recruits will be 
screened by health services 
and will be assigned to 
work in the facilities to as- 
sist staff once cleared. 

Courts across the state 
have been temporarily closed 
since March 16. The depart- 
ment has since been working 
to increase its capacity for 
video conferencing. 

The Hampden Coun- 
ty Sheriff's Department 
serves Agawam and several 
other cities and towns in 
the Springfield area, from 
Chester to Brimfield. 





Vets agent to serve on Soldiers’ Home board 


State Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga, R-Southwick, 
recently announced the 
appointment of Richard 
Girard to the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home Board of 
Trustees by Gov. Charlie 
Baker. 

Girard, who serves as di- 
rector of veterans services 
for Agawam and neighbor- 
ing towns, is an Air Force 
veteran and former presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts 
Veteran Service Officers 
Association. 

“IT am honored to rec- 
ognize the appointment of 
Richie Girard to the Holy- 
oke Soldiers Home Board 
of Trustees, said Boldyga. 
“Richie has exemplified tre- 
mendous commitment, ex- 
cellence, and responsibility 
in caring for our veterans 
for over a decade. I am cer- 
tain Richie will continue 
his success in impacting 
the lives of countless veter- 
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ans and their families in the 
years to come. 

Established in 1952, the 
Soldiers Home in Holyoke 
is amultifaceted health care 
facility available to eligible 
veterans from Massachu- 
setts. It is a state-funded, 
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DECORATIONS 


at Agawam Center Cemetery 
820 Main Street, Agawam 


MUST BE REMOVED 
BY MARCH 31, 2020 


The Cemetery 
Will Remove the 


Remaining Decorations 


State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, left, stands with Aga 





wam Veterans Agent 


fully accredited health care 
facility that offers veter- 
ans quality health care and 
hospice care, including full- 
time residential accommo- 


dations, an on-site dental 
clinic, veterans assistance 








center, and a multi-service 
outpatient department. 
Girard is based at Aga- 
wam Police Headquarters 
on Springfield Street in 
Feeding Hills. His office's 
duty is to provide infor- 
mation, counsel and assis- 
tance to veterans and their 
dependents so that they 
can receive employment, 
vocational, educational, 
medical, pension or other 
veteran benefits to which 
they are entitled. Veterans 
are encouraged to visit the 
office to learn about local, 
state and federal benefits 
for which they may qual- 
ify. Girard’s office can be 
reached at 413-726-9781. 
Boldyga, who represents 
Agawam, Granville and 
Southwick in the state 
House of Representatives, 
can be reached at 413-569- 
3137, ext. 103, or Nicholas. 
Boldyga@mahouse.gov. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 3*? AT 11:00 A.M. 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


e SOUTHWICK « 


7 ROOM / 4 BEDROOM 
2-STORY 


CAPE STYLE HOME 
WITH 
ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 
15 George Loomis Road SOUTHWICK, MA 


To be Sold on the Premises 





Features: 


¢ 2-Story Cape Style Home ¢ + % Acre (or + 20,595 S/F) of Land ° 
* Total of (7) Rooms w/ (4) Bedrooms & (2) Baths ¢ 
¢ +1,608 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade * Oil Hot Water Baseboard Heat ¢ 
¢ Full Basement Vinyl Siding * Carpeted, Hardwood & Tile Floors « 
* Deck ¢ Public Water & Private Septic * Zoned: Residential 40 « 
* One Car Attached Garage * 


Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney Joseph J. Lange 
Of the Firm of yon & Fitzpatrick, LLP 
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA 
Attorney for Mortgagee 
Terms of Sale: $5,000. Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 
Deposit to be Increased 10% of the Purchase Price within Five Business Days of the Auction 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies. 
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 


West Springfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA 


413-733-5238 ¢ 610-853-6655 


TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451) 
MA Auc. Lic. #161 © PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L 


www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@ posnik.com 
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Council airs opposition to proposed state gas tax hike 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


At a brief meeting held this week, city 
councilors voted 9-2 to oppose the Trans- 
portation and Climate Initiative, a regional 
plan to fight global warming that oppo- 
nents say will force Massachusetts to raise 
gasoline taxes by as much as 17 cents per 
gallon. 

“Our economy has taken a brutal hit” 
with the spread of the coronavirus, said 
Councilor Cecilia Calabrese. “I cannot in 
good conscience support this TCI gas tax 
initiative in light of our current economic 
climate. It’s going to take a long time for 
our economy to recover, and putting an- 
other ta on the back of the people is the 
wrong thing to do.’ 

TCI was conceived as a regional part- 
nership of 12 northeastern states and 
the District of Columbia “to develop the 
clean energy economy and reduce carbon 
emissions from the transportation sector: 
Gov. Charlie Baker has spoken in favor of 


the plan, which includes a carbon tax that 
would affect the price of gasoline and die- 
sel fuel. 

Councilor George Bitzas, the lead spon- 
sor on the council resolution opposing TCI, 
said four of Massachusetts’ five neighbor- 
ing states — Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island and Vermont — have already 
opted out of the carbon tax plan. The reso- 
lution states that TCI means a gas tax hike 
“as much as 17 cents per gallon” immediate- 
ly, “and then gradually increase over time. It 
said other regulations and technological in- 
novations are expected to decrease green- 
house gases by 19 percent over the next 10 
years, and a gas tax hike would only add 1-6 
percent to that figure. 

Bitzas said part of his opposition to TCI 
was the notion that Massachusetts would 
allow a regional body to set tax policy with- 
out any input from voters. 

“Our state, by joining the TCI compact, 
will be ceding its tax sovereignty to out-of- 
state unelected non-government officials 
who will be granted the power to further 


increase the price of fuel for our state with- 
out any approval by our duly elected offi- 
cials, Bitzas said. 

He also said the state Legislature has al- 
ready voted this year to increase gas taxes 
by 5 cents per gallon. Massachusetts driv- 
ers already pay a per-gallon state tax of 24 
cents, and a federal tax of 18.4 cents per 
gallon. 

Councilors Gina Letellier and Rosemary 
Sandlin were the only two to vote against 
the council resolution. Letellier disputed 
the 17-cent figure. 

“T’ve heard much lower estimates for the 
increases, she said. “I think with gas less 
than $2 a gallon ... we have to look at our 
roads and bridges. The current president 
said that he was going to fix our roads and 
bridges, and that hasn't happened. I think 
that, let's let the Legislature debate on this 
and get more accurate info. 

Most of her colleagues didn’t see it that 
way, however. 

“The money is going to go back into the 
state coffers, but ... theres no guarantee 


that money will ever go into infrastructure, 
said Councilor Robert Rossi. “If history has 
taught us anything, throwing money at a 
problem is not always the solution to the 
problem. What they can try to do is reduce 
the number of cars on our highways. What 
they have to do is put more money into 
mass transportation. This isn't the answer 
to do it’ 

Councilor Paul Cavallo said it would be 
a mistake to think drivers can afford a large 
tax increase just because gas is relatively 
cheap now, during the coronavirus emer- 
gency. 

The vote taken March 23 is largely sym- 
bolic. The decision to adopt the TCI carbon 
tax rests with the state Legislature and the 
governors veto authority. The resolution 
calls upon Agawams state legislators, and 
legislators throughout the state, to reject 
TCI. Agawam is currently represented by 
state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, R-Southwick; 
it has been without a state senator since 
Donald Humason Jr., R-Westfield, stepped 
down in January. 





MassMutual $1M gift gets area 


The Community Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts announced last week that it 
would establish a Covid-19 Response Fund 
for the Pioneer Valley with a lead gift of $1 
million from MassMutual. 

Along with MassMutual's gift, the foun- 
dation is contributing $500,000 to the 
Response Fund. Big Y, Easthampton Sav- 
ings Bank, Greenfield Cooperative Bank/ 
Northampton Cooperative Bank and Peo- 
plesBank have also committed to contrib- 
uting to the fund. Other area businesses 
and philanthropic organizations are being 
encouraged to contribute to the fund, as is 
the general public. Those interested in mak- 
ing a gift to the fund should visit communi- 
tyfoundation.org/coronavirus-donations, 
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notify the dispatcher of any flu-like symp- 
toms. This will not affect the EMTs’ re- 
sponse, but will allow them to take proper 
precautions. 

Crime victims should report theft, theft 
from a car, or vandalism using the Citizen 
Online Police Reporting System under the 
“police” tab at agawam.ma.us. Unless it is 
an emergency, people with flu-like symp- 
toms are asked not to come to the police 
station for routine business. 

Requests for police reports can be 
mailed to the Police Department at 681 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills, or apdre- 
cords@agawam.ma.us. 

Requests for firearm identification 
cards and licenses to carry firearms will not 
be processed in person. Applicants should 
obtain a form at mass.gov/firearms-ser- 
vices and mail it to the Police Department. 
Arrangements can be made at a later date 
to take a photograph and fingerprints. 
Anyone with questions at FIDs and LTCs 
should call the Records Bureau at 413-786- 
4767, ext. 8606. 

Agawam fire stations are closed to the 
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or contact the Community Foundation at 
donorservices@communityfoundation. 
org. 

Hosted by the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts, the Covid-19 
Response Fund will provide flexible re- 
sources to Pioneer Valley nonprofit organi- 
zations serving populations most impact- 
ed by the crisis, such as the elderly, those 
without stable housing, families needing 
food and those with particular health vul- 
nerabilities. 

Funds initially will be given to existing 
community-based organizations who cur- 
rently serve vulnerable populations and 
who are best able to identify those requir- 
ing crisis services. 


public until further notice. There will be no 
in-person processing of permits. Forms can 
be found at www.mass.gov/lists/fire-safe- 
ty-division-forms-and-applications and 
mailed to the Fire Department at 800 Main 
St., Agawam. Burning permits can be ap- 
plied for at agawam.ma.us/burning. 

For more information about code en- 
forcement or permitting, email afdinsp@ 
agawam.ma.us, or call 413-786-0657. For 
more information on ambulance billing or 
reports, email afdchief@agawam.ma.us or 
call 413-786-0657. 

In his statement this week, Sapelli asked 
residents to show their support for health- 
care workers and first responders “by any 
safe means possible, and offered his own 
thanks for their commitment and sacrifice. 


Senior meals 

The Agawam Senior Center is closed, 
but outreach programs for seniors who de- 
pend on them continue. That includes the 
Meals on Wheels program. In addition to 
the existing home delivery service, Meals 
on Wheels is also offering bag lunches on a 
drive-through basis daily at the Senior Cen- 
ter, 954 Main St., Agawam, to take the place 
of the congregate cafeteria lunches that are 
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ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





Katie Allan Zobel, president and CEO 
of the foundation, said the fund is “another 
example of our regions extraordinary gen- 
erosity and community commitment. 

“Speaking for the Community Founda- 
tion, our other partners and the commu- 
nity as a whole, I want to express my deep 
appreciation to our strong community 
partner, MassMutual, and their leadership 
who moved swiftly with this gift to help at 
this time of crisis, Zobel said. 

Congressman Richard Neal stated, 
“MassMutual has its roots in the Greater 
Springfield community, not just because it 
is where their employees work, but because 
it is where they live and grow their families. 
Their generous donation to the Communi- 


not being held. 

Seniors needing a meal, or who have 
other questions about senior services 
during the coronavirus shutdown, should 
call the Senior Center at 413-821-0605. 


School lunches 

Schools have been closed since March 
16, and are under a state order to remain 
closed until at least the first week of April. 
Teachers are using technology to send as- 
signments to students. Students or parents 
of students who do not have regular access 
to an Internet device can request one at 
forms.gle/YTD1b569G4SwwmJU6, or can 
pick up a form at the schools Central Office 
in the Agawam Junior High School build- 
ing, 1305 Springfield St., Agawam. Those 
who do have Internet access are asked to 
use their own equipment, as the schools 
have a limited number of devices available. 

Schools are offering daily bag lunches 
to take the place of the cafeteria lunch that 
students would otherwise be receiving. The 
lunches are available middays at Agawam 
Junior High School, 1305 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. Bag lunches will be distribut- 
ed on a drive-through basis in good weath- 
er, or inside the school foyer if necessary. 

Families do not have to call ahead or re- 
serve a lunch. Lunches are available to any 
school-age child in Agawam, regardless of 
family income or where the student is en- 
rolled. 


coronavirus relief fund started 


ty Foundation of Western Massachusetts 
will ensure that all families across Western 
Massachusetts have access to what they 
need during this trying time. Whether it be 
access to care for seniors, or ensuring food 
security for those out of work, the Com- 
munity Foundation and their nonprofit 
partners will be able to step up and provide 
for our neighbors in a big way. I am appre- 
ciative to MassMutual and the Community 
Foundation for this tremendously import- 
ant partnership. 

Zobel said the fund will be flexible in 
responding to current needs and as unfore- 
seen needs arise in our community. 


Town offices 

All municipal buildings are closed to 
the public until at least March 27. Resi- 
dents with questions or requests can call 
the town at 413-786-0400 and leave a mes- 
sage with the relevant office. Messages will 
be checked, as some workers will continue 
working from home. 

Many government transactions can be 
completed at agawam.ma.us. For those 
who need to pay a bill by check, there is 
a lockbox at the front door of Town Hall, 
36 Main St., Agawam. Cash should not be 
placed in the lockbox. 


Library 

On March 19, the library announced 
that in addition to closing its doors, the 
book drop would also be closed. All pa- 
trons with items checked out should hold 
on to them until the library reopens, which 
could be as early as March 28. 

Overdue fines will not accrue during 
this time. Additionally, all items currently 
checked out will have their due dates ex- 
tended to May 1. The library has also an- 
nounced that it will not accept book dona- 
tions until July 1. 

For the remainder of the closure, the 
library telephones will not be answered. 
Staff will be checking their email at lib- 
staff@agawam.ma.us. 

The library continues to offer online ser- 
vices, such as e-books, videos and periodi- 
cal databases, online at agawamlibrary.org. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 


always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please 
email mballway@turley.com. 
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State will offer $10M in loans for affected businesses 


Gov. Charlie Baker last week announced 
the state will give economic support to 
small businesses affected by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic with a $10 million loan fund. 

The $10 million Small Business Recov- 
ery Loan Fund will provide emergency cap- 
ital up to $75,000 to Massachusetts-based 
businesses with under 50 full- and part- 
time employees, including nonprofits, im- 
pacted by Covid-19. Loans are immediately 
available to eligible businesses, with no 
payments due for the first six months. Mas- 
sachusetts Growth Capital Corporation 
has capitalized the fund and will adminis- 
ter It. 
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the first place, passed its own order, which 
it did on March 23. 

O'Malley said there will be no changes 
to the ballots themselves. Absentee ballots 
that have already been cast will remain val- 
id and will be counted on the new election 
day. The only race on the May 19 ballot is 
the state senate election. 

Agawam Town Clerk Vincent Gios- 
cia said on Tuesday that the date change 
wont be a problem. He said he plans to 
have hand sanitizer available at all polling 
locations. As each of Agawam’ seven poll- 
ing locations is in a school building, voters 
can rest assured that they will be thorough- 
ly cleaned and disinfected to reduce the 
chance of spreading the Covid-19 virus, he 
added. 

Under the legislation passed Monday, 
voters will have until Friday, May 8, to reg- 
ister for the special election. ‘The legisla- 
tion also allows anyone concerned about 
the coronavirus to cast an absentee ballot, 
which can be done by mail. Voters can also 
ask to cast early ballots by mail, without 
having to give a reason. Under previous 
state law, absentee ballots are available 
only to people who are unable to visit the 
polls on election day because of travel 
plans, religious restrictions or medical dis- 
ability, and early voting was not available 
for special elections. 

Voters interested in registering to vote 
or casting a ballot by mail should contact 
the town clerk at 413-786-0400. Forms for 
both registration and absentee ballots can 
be downloaded from the state website at 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleidx.htm and 
mailed to the Town Clerk's Office, 36 Main 
St.. Agawam, MA 01001. 


“As our administration continues to take 
steps to protect the health and safety of res- 
idents, we recognize the hardships facing 
the small businesses that create the foun- 
dation of the state's economy, said Baker. 
“This recovery loan fund is a new resource 
to help small businesses address emergen- 
cy needs due to the disruption caused by 
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.’ 

To apply, business owners should com- 
plete a form found at MGCC’s website, 
empoweringsmallbusiness.org. Complet- 
ed applications, or questions, can be sent 
via email to mgcc@massgcc.com with the 
subject line “2020 Small Business Recovery 
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John Cain John Velis 


The winner of the election will imme- 
diately take the 2nd Hampden and Hamp- 
shire District seat vacant since January, 
when Donald Humason Jr. resigned from 
the Senate to take office as mayor of West- 
field. Humason, a Republican, had repre- 
sented the district since 2013. 

Cain and Velis were the sole candidates 
for state senator in their parties primary 
elections, held March 3, alongside the pres- 
idential primary. 

Agawam has been without Senate rep- 
resentation since January, although the 
district's office remained open for con- 
stituent service. District residents may 
contact the senator's office in Boston at 
617-722-1415, and in Westfield at 413-568- 
1366. 

Whoever wins the May election will 
serve until the end of 2020. In a quirk of 
the calendar prompted by this week's 
date change, the senator may have to file 
his re-election bid before being elected in 
the first place, as the state election cal- 
endar currently has an April 28 deadline 
for legislative candidates to submit their 
nomination papers for the November 2020 
election. The senator elected or re-elected 
in November will then serve the standard 
two-year term. 


Loan Fund.’ 

To qualify for the loans, businesses must 
be able to show verifiable negative impacts 
from Covid-19. The loan comes with no 
payments for the first six months, then 30 
months of principal and interest payments, 
with no pre-payment penalty. Businesses 
can apply for loans of up to $75,000. 

“Our office remains in regular contact 
with the states business community to 
provide updates and receive feedback as 
the administration continues to expand 
its comprehensive Covid-19 response, said 
Housing and Economic Development Sec- 
retary Mike Kennealy. “These new recovery 


loans complement other resources like the 
state WorkShare program and federal Eco- 
nomic Injury Disaster Loan program, as 
well as legislative efforts by the administra- 
tion to support impacted workers.’ 

MGCC is a quasi-public corporation 
of the state that saves and creates jobs 
at small businesses, often minority- and 
women-owned businesses, by providing 
financial services and managerial assis- 
tance. It also promotes economic devel- 
opment throughout the state, focusing on 
Gateway cities and low- to moderate-in- 
come communities. For more information, 
visit EmpoweringSmallBusiness.org. 


STCC offers workforce training 
courses available from home 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical 
Community Colleges Workforce Develop- 
ment Center is offering a range of online 
courses available 24 hours a day from any 
device with an Internet connection. 

Online education at STCC combines in- 
teractive exercises, mini-cases, video and 
focused reading to ensure courses are not 
only engaging but that students learn. 

“With many people staying home 
during these challenging times, now is an 
ideal time to take advantage of our afford- 
able online learning programs to improve 
your skills or learn new ones, said Dave 
Buonora, assistant vice president of work- 
force development. 

Among a variety of programs, STCC of- 
fers a Managing Remote Employees course, 
which may be helpful for employers trying 
to figure out the best way to manage em- 
ployees working from home or offsite. The 
course is part of MindEdge Web-Based Ed- 
ucation’s management suite. 

Jobseekers, including workers who have 
been laid off, also may qualify for short- 
term training options through MassHire. 

Students who are enrolling for the pur- 
pose of meeting professional certification 
or licensing requirements are strongly ad- 
vised to check with their specific certifica- 
tion or licensing authority to ensure that 
course content meets any requirements 
that have been established by that licens- 
ing or certification body. 

STCC partners with the following Web- 
based education providers to offer online 
education: 

« MindEdge Web-Based Education, a 


provider of online continuing education 
courses designed to help students improve 
professional knowledge and skills. Courses 
are available 24 hours a day from any de- 
vice with an internet connection. 

« Ed2Go Web-Based Education, an on- 
line educational content, technology and 
services company for higher education. 
They offer hundreds of online courses to 
assist students in finding a new career or 
prepare them for advancement in their 
current position. The programs provide an 
engaging, supportive, and convenient envi- 
ronment. They are completely online and 
available 24-7. 

« Online Career Training Programs, 
designed by a team of experts from their 
respective fields. They work to provide 
students with a highly effective web-based 
learning experience. Learn in-demand 
skills recognized by employers. Most pro- 
grams prepare students for national certi- 
fication. Students can start anytime, and 
work at their own pace. Textbooks and 
learning materials are included, also loans 
are available. Expert instructor assistance 
provided. 

« Professional Development for Fitness 
Industry, in partnership with WITS, or 
World Instructor Training School, an orga- 
nization that has been training and certify- 
ing fitness professionals for more than 24 
years. 

For more information, contact the 
Workforce Development Center at 413- 
755-4225, email wdc@stcc.edu or _ visit 
www.stcc.edu/wdc. 
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ation, has closed all camping areas, 
playgrounds, athletic fields, sport 
courts and visitor centers, as well. 
The trails remain open, however. 
The park, with about 800 acres of for- 
est, streams and paths along the West- 
field River across northern Feeding 
Hills, has entrances for hikers an bicy- 
clists along North and North Westfield 
streets. The main gate at 428 North St., 
Feeding Hills, is open for vehicular 
traffic on its usual winter schedule, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays through Thurs- 
days, with no admission fee charged. 
Park users are asked to keep at 
least 6 feet away from other people — 
“social distancing’ — whenever pos- 
sible, to engage only in non-contact 
forms of recreation, to avoid groups of 
10 or more, and to leave the area if a 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 


large gathering starts to build. People 
who are ill, over 70 or part of a vulner- 
able population should stay home, the 
DCR advises. 

DCR has also implemented a “carry 
in, carry out” policy on waste, as trash 
is not being collected at parks during 
the coronavirus state of emergency. 

At other park facilities, such as 
Hampton Ponds State Park in West- 
field and the Mount Tom Reserva- 
tion in Holyoke, DCR has waived all 
parking fees. In addition to closing 
sports facilities at its parks, DCR has 
also closed all state-owned ice rinks, 
including Fitzpatrick Skating Rink in 
Holyoke and Smead Memorial Skat- 
ing Rink in Springfield. 

For more information on state 
parks, forests and_ reservations, 
visit www.imass.gov/orgs/depart- 
ment-of-conservation-recreation. 





Though Robinson State Park is open for its usu- 
al winter hours, the gatehouse and information 
center isn’t staffed. PHOTO BY SHELBY MACRI 
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Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of 1ts weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
* Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
° Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


or more_ 
exp. 6/30/20 


Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Dinner @ Full Bar ¢ Catering 


Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 
For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 


Turley’. 
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OUR VIEW 


Get counted 
on census day 


ext Wednesday, April 1, marks Na- 
| \ | tional Census Day as, for the 24th 
time, the Unites States is taking a 

tally of the nation’s population. 

A constitutional mandate, the census 
has been conducted every 10 years since 
1790. By now, all Agawam households 
should have received a letter in the mail 
with information about filling out the 2020 
federal census. It’s vital that they do so. 

Responding to the census request pro- 
vides the government with information 
that determines how it will spend mon- 
ey, plan projects and distribute resourc- 
es for the next decade — starting with 
representation in the federal House of 
Representatives. States can gain or lose 
seats every 10 years when the census is 
conducted, as Western Massachusetts 
residents well know, after former Rep. 
John Olver’s 1st Congressional District 
was eliminated a decade ago. In the wake 
of this year's count, state officials will be 
redrawing the boundaries of congressio- 
nal and state legislative districts again to 
account for population shifts, growth and 
decline. 

Towns and states also rely on the 
census financially. Federal funding and 
grants of more than $675 billion, which 
support local social and infrastructure 
projects in states and communities, are 
distributed based on data gathered by 
the census. This is money that goes into 
our local schools, hospitals, roads, public 
works and other vital programs. 

Local governments, too, use census in- 
formation for public safety and emergen- 
cy preparedness. During this Covid-19 
pandemic, residents can rest assured that 
Agawam has enough shelter beds, medi- 
cal kits and other public health supplies 
— as long as it has accurate census data. 

The government publishes communi- 
ty census data — not personal informa- 
tion — for use by private businesses and 
nonprofits. These community snapshots 
help organizations determine where to 
open a new store or factory, add new 
jobs, build new homes, revitalize neigh- 
borhoods or offer new social services. 

The census asks the head of household 
to fill out information for each person liv- 
ing in that dwelling — name, relationship 
to the person filing the form, sex, age, date 
of birth, and race. Additional questions 
gather information about the living space 
and everyone in it. By law, the Census Bu- 
reau must protect all people's privacy and 
not identify anyone by name when the 
data gathered is being analyzed. 

It is federal law that every household 
must respond to the census, and every 
person living in the United States must 
be counted. That includes people living 
in temporary quarters, and even people 
with no fixed address. 

The census questionnaire can be 
completed online, by phone, or by mail. 
Starting in May, census takers will be vis- 
iting homes that do not respond by the 
April 1 deadline, to ensure everyone gets 
counted. The census takers are paid gov- 
ernment employees, and they will keep 
coming until they get a response. Folks 
who take the time to fill out their census 
form immediately are saving the govern- 
ment — their own tax dollars — from an 
unnecessary expense. 

Apportionment counts are expected to 
be delivered to the president and Congress 
in December, with redistricting counts for 
the states by the end of March 2021. 

For more information about the cen- 
sus, how to respond, view a copy of the 
questions, why it’s important, and securi- 
ty of respondents privacy, visit 2020cen- 
sus.gov/en.html. 

For most respondents, the census 
form should take only about 10 minutes 
to complete. The results, however, will be 
with us for 10 years. Take the time and 
make sure Agawam is counted. 


What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to aan@turley.com. 
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1'M LEAVING 
THE PATRIOTS 
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FAITH MATTERS 


You are not forgotten 


s I write this, my prayerful 
Ans are about you, my faith 

amily and community. I will keep 
you all in my prayers and I ask that you 
please follow all that the CDC and our 
government is recommending. It will 
change quickly. 

Also, keep in contact with anyone 
you may know who has compromising 
health issues that puts them at higher 
risk and our over 60 family, friends and 
neighbors. This is the time when we 


need to be there for each other no matter what is 
in the past. God wants us to forgive and forget. We 
are His children which means we are all family. This 


is the time for prayer. 


Let us pray: Heavenly Father, loving and mer- 
ciful God, we worship and adore You. In faith, we 
come before You asking for mercy and forgiveness 
for our sins against You and Your creation. 

In this time of anxiety and distress, we lift up to 
You the Covid-19 situation throughout the world. 
Father, we beg You to halt the spread of this disease 
and to grant healing and comfort to those afflicted. 


. ” 


Deb Briancesco 











Lord Jesus, we beseech You to grace 
government leaders and medical ex- 
perts with wisdom and knowledge to 
combat the spread of Covid-19 and to 
find a cure for it. 

Holy Spirit Lord, please breathe 
peace and new life into everyone. May 
You grace us with a strong sense of social 
responsibility to do the necessary, and 
to be prudent and considerate in our ac- 
tions. Bless all people to work together 
as one family of God and to be compas- 


sionate to one another. 
Most Holy Trinity, we believe in You and we 
place all our hope in You. You are our strength 


and our shield; in You our hearts trust; so we are 


helped, and our hearts exult, and with our song we 
give thanks to You. (Psalm 28:7) 
Immaculate Conception, Mary our Mother, we 


seek your intercession for us, our loved ones, our 


Please cover everyone with the Precious Blood of 


Your Son, Jesus and protect all of us, especially those 
in the medical field, from any infection and harm. 


communities and everyone in this world. 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, our Messiah and 
King, we trust in You. (x 3) 

Amen. 


Deb Briancesco, RN, is the pastoral minister at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Feeding Hills. 


Our Back Pages 


From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 


News, compiled by Michael Ballway. 


A year ago: More than two dozen local residents and 
officials attend a state public hearing in Longmeadow 
on March 27, 2019, to voice their opposition to expan- 
sion of natural gas pipelines in the area. Concerns raised 
include noise from compressor turbines, pollution from 
gas leaks and further dependence on fossil fuels, includ- 
ing “fracked” gas. None of the speakers at the hearing 


was from Agawam. 


Five years ago: Local schools celebrated “Purple Day,” 
a fundraiser and awareness event for epilepsy, on 
March 26, 2015. The event was organized by Phelps 


School teacher Devin Jorgensen and her charity Colin’s 


Crusaders, named for her eldest son, who began hav- 
ing epileptic seizures at age 3. Colin, then 10, was an 


A student with a black belt in taekwondo, interested in 
piano, soccer, basketball and tennis. Jorgensen said her 
goal is to help all children with epilepsy enjoy a “classic 
childhood.” 

Ten years ago: L-A-C-R-O-S-S-E was the winning word 
for sixth grader Richard Dolan, who was first place in his 
grade level for the second year in a row at the Agawam 


Junior Women’s Club Spelling Bee, held in the last week 


of March 2010. Dolan emerged as the victor from a field 
of 15 fellow sixth graders. Other winners were Colby 
Jennison in grade 5, and Jacob Frederick in grade 4. 
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under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
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Opinion 


G at? How can marinating 
chicken nuggets relate to to- 
day's hot topics? Breathe. Hug 


your mug. Relax. 

Let's prep some “food for thought” 
which means anything giving us something 
to think about — to figuratively digest — for 
our brains to process. As our brains mar- 
inade and steep these thoughts, this pro- 
cess enriches these morsels into internal 
truths with external value. 

“Really?” Yes, “food for thought’ is a pro- 
cessing method that we do every day with- 
out even realizing it. 

Hmm. Could rural roots help grow 
“food for thought?” Could small-farm life 
experiences bring nurturing applications 
to exactly where millions of families find 
themselves now? 

Could farmland’s domestic hens hatch 
tidbits of truth? Could farm-life lessons 
from inside a hens pen, help with today's 
medically-mandated isolation and incuba- 
tion situations? Yes. 

Often, when digging deep into rural 
roots, simple, well-grounded, life-applica- 
tions are discovered, observed and learned. 


COMMENTARY 


Can marinating chicken nuggets help with a hot topic? 


As nature’ instincts occur, basic 
life-producing and life-sustaining 
evidences happen 

Nestled in New _ England, 
two small farmlands, both with 
hard-working, bi-vocational fam- 
ilies of two different national or- 
igins, were separated only by a 
stonewall. Each family lived off 
what they raised. Each shared 
their abundance. One farm raised 





a 





Joan E. B. Coombs 


maturity both internally and 
externally. Food for thought: 
Being incubated at home can 
be a time of relational nurtur- 
ing, personal growth and ed- 
ucational development. Incu- 
bation with students, spouses 
and with seniors can _ bring 
inter-generational times of car- 
ing, sharing and safe keeping. 








hundreds of White Rock chickens, 

eggs, fruit trees, and acres of vegetable gar- 
dens. The other farm raised a family Jersey 
cow, cattle, pigs and vegetables for can- 
ning. A barnyard mix of Rhode Island Red 
hens,(with an ornery rooster,) ducks, and a 
nanny goat were often corralled by a black 
Labrador Retriever. 

How can chicken nuggets be relevant to 
today's COVID-19 pandemic? 

Chicken nugget No. 1: On the neighbor- 
ing farm, hundreds of White Rock hen’s 
fertilized eggs were hen-house safe under 
a warm, encased, protected brooder, with 
warm lights on during incubation for 21 
days. Incubation develops growth and 


Chicken nugget No. 2: On 
our small farm, one half-doz- 
en Rhode Island Red setting hens found 
isolated places for nesting over their eggs. 
Brooding hens only leave their nest to eat 
once a day. They stayed in place. Only mov- 
ing occasionally, covering their eggs to en- 
sure constant warmth. Food for thought: 
When healthy isolation is protective, with 
a specific purpose and focus it can yield 
dozens of eggs-cellent benefits. 

Chicken nugget No. 3: Laying hens, of 
all breeds, produce white or brown shelled 
eggs. Although the exterior has different 
colors, the inside is the same: the egg yolks 
and egg whites contain valuable protein 
and nutrients. Chicken meat is dark and 


white. Chicken nuggets are shaped pieces 
of ground, blended, high-protein, nutri- 
tious meat. Food for thought: Human ex- 
teriors may be distinctively different. Basic 
human interiors are similar. 

Certainly the COVID-19 virus gives 
cause for great concern and cautions. 
Homes, educations, careers, businesses, 
hobbies, sports, lifetime celebrations and 
events, sports, have all been temporarily 
put in incubation for life-saving reasons. 
During these times of this protective iso- 
lation, home-schooling and many levels of 
online education are nationwide. Working 
from home is helping families stay safe and 
virus free. 

Every day, frontline heroes are protect- 
ing, serving and keeping safety a priority 
wherever we live, worship, work and study. 
These heroes are behind-the-scenes, on- 
the-roads and working at counters and 
cash registers, helping keep food, medi- 
cines, and health care needs available. 

Yes, nationally and globally, COVID-19 
is a simmering hot topic. Hopefully, mari- 
nating and serving this working, small-farm 
view passed your chicken nuggets taste test? 





e have all been spending a lot of 
time at home, and for good rea- 
son. It feels great to get caught 


up on all of the tasks around the house 
that have been put on the back burner. 
One of those jobs that I’ve been dreading 
is cleaning out the chicken coop. But alas, 
this past Saturday my oldest daughter and 
I got the job done. When faced with the 
challenge of what to do with the spent hay 
we had the perfect solution: start a com- 
post pile! 

It’s easier than you might think to make 
your own compost. Most of us have an ad- 
equate amount of kitchen scraps and yard 
waste on hand to generate enough for a 
small garden. There are numerous books 
on the subject that go into amazing detail 
on what to include and what not to in- 
clude in your compost pile. Simply speak- 
ing, your goal is to combine nitrogen-rich 
ingredients and carbon-rich ingredients 
together so that they decompose to form 
compost. 


IN THE GARDEN 


Compost in the making 


Think of yard waste and gar- 
den debris in terms of “green” 
for nitrogen and “brown” for 
carbon. Grass clippings, kitchen 
waste and freshly fallen leaves 
and weed plants (none with 
seeds, please) are considered 
green, whereas pine needles, 
dried corn stalks and dried 
leaves are in the brown category. 





again and again until decompo- 
sition is complete. At this stage, 
it should be dark in color and 
crumbly in texture and have an 
earthy, inoffensive odor. 

An annual addition of com- 
post does wonders for the gar- 
den. Not only are you increasing 
its fertility, you are improving 
its structure. If your soil is on 








Make alternating layers of these 
ingredients to form a pile at 
least three feet tall by three feet wide. Add 
a shovel full of finished compost or garden 
soil to the pile every now and then to inoc- 
ulate it with beneficial bacteria and fungi. 
Once you have completed the layering 
process you can either let it sit a year until 
next spring, called “lazy man’s compost, 
or tend to it on a regular basis and end up 
with the finished product in a couple of 
months or less. This will involve watching 
the piles temperature and turning it when 
temperatures drop so that it heats up 


the sandy side, compost works 
to bind aggregates together to 
hold more moisture. Amazingly enough, it 
has the opposite effect on soils with a high 
clay content; they are better able to drain 
thanks to compost. There is even some evi- 
dence that plant diseases are reduced by its 
integration into the soil. 

Most experts agree that for an estab- 
lished garden, one-half to one inch of 
compost spread on the surface and mixed 
into the top few inches of soil, is all that is 
necessary to maintain status quo. I’ve had 
good luck incorporating a shovel full of 


compost, a sprinkling of lime and balanced 
organic fertilizer into the planting hole for 
most vegetable transplants. Generally they 
require no additional fertilizers for the re- 
mainder of the growing season. For vegeta- 
bles sown in place in the garden, just mix 
those same ingredients into the top cou- 
ple of inches of soil prior to planting your 
seeds. Even perennial borders and shrub 
beds benefit from an application of com- 
post. If you don't have the time to scratch it 
into the soil, simply apply it to the surface 
around your plants and let the earthworms 
do the work for you! 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question’ in the 
subject line. 
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The Granger School fourth grade held 
a successful pancake supper fundraiser on 
March 11 at Partners Restaurant in Feed- 
ing Hills. 

In addition to serving their families—as 
well as several teachers and the principal, 
and their families—the students earned 
extra tips by telling jokes and performing 
dances throughout the evening. The mon- 
ey raised will be put toward a fourth grade 
field trip, graduation items and a class gift 
to the school. 

More than 200 guests were served, 
with more than 300 pancakes being 
made. 

Organizers thanked several sponsors: 
Partners Restaurant for donating the 
space and materials; IHOP for the pan- 
cake batter; Waniewski Farms for the 
sausage; Fitness First and Jump Start Pre- [MS 
school for donations; and the Springfield kN 





7 » LX LN 
Brianne Salomao, Gianna Sterner, Fiona Kellogg-Brodeur and Leah DeFilipi show off their “dance party” Thunderbirds for ticket donations for the Morgan Kriebel serves her dad Jason and sister Sarah 


moves to earn extra tips for the fourth-grade class at Granger School. 





Tachi Marino and his mom Carrie take a break from serv- 


ing to eat their pancakes. 


Melissa Kriebel, the pancake supper organizer, helps Adri- 
ana Bistany to pull a raffle ticket for Thunderbirds hockey 
tickets. 











Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 


SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


The Oberndorf family enjoys their meal of IHOP pancakes and Waniewski sausages in a 
booth at Partners Restaurant. 





March 11. 


grade fundraiser. 


Above: Tony, Kade and Atlas La- 
Fromboise have pancakes for 
dinner at the Granger School 
fundraiser. 


Morgan Kriebel, Fiona Kellogg-Brodeur, Gianna 
Sterner and parent volunteer Sandra Daniele 
sing for customers. 


Support the local Right: 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Jacob Marino, 
Ryan Lukas and Morgan 
Kriebel were among the 
fourth grade servers at 
the March 11 fundraiser | 
dinner. 


Let therm know you saw 
their ad in the 


Agawam Advertiser 





INC. 


BARK MULC 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil ° Seasoned Firewood Ed facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


125 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 


raffle. during the Granger School pancake supper fundraiser on 


Colleen Cain and her mom pose for a shai at the fourth 
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ALL-STAR AWARDS 


Lusitano Club honors soccer all-stars 


By Tim Peterson 
sports@turley.com 


LUDLOW—The 3lst annual 
Lusitano Alumni & Fans (LAF) 
All-Star High School Soccer Play- 
er Awards Night was held at the 
Gremio Lusitano Club in Ludlow 
on March 8. 

The guest speaker was John 
Gibson, who has been the wom- 
ens soccer coach for the past 20 
years. Gibson, a native of London, 
England, earned his 200thcareer 
victory at Springfield College in 
the fall of 2015. 

One high school soccer player 
from each of the divisions was se- 
lected by the head coaches as the 
2019 Player of the Year. 

The Division 3 boys Player of 
the Year is Simba Pelletier from 
Pope Francis High School. 

The Division 3 girls Player of 
the Year is Juliana Dickinson from 
Hampshire Regional. 

The Division 4 girls Player of 
the Year is Nora Young from Gran- 
by High School. 

“Its awesome to have been 
selected as the Division 4 girl's 
Player of the Year, Young said. 
“T wouldnt have been able to re- 
ceive this award without the help 
of my teammates and coaches.’ 

Young completed her out- 
standing high school soccer ca- 
reer with more than 100 career 
points (Goals & Assists). She was 
also a member of the Lady Rams 
varsity basketball team and _ be- 
came the school’s all-time leading 
scoring in the final game of the 
regular season. 

“I love both sports equally, 
Young said. “I've been playing 
soccer and basketball since I was 


SOFTBALL 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Connor Montagna was a first-team awardee. 


very little. I thought about playing 
soccer in college, but basketball 
was my first choice. If the two sea- 
sons were a little bit farther apart, 
I would probably play both sports 
in college’ 

Young will only be playing col- 
lege basketball at AIC next year. 

It was the second year in a row 
that a member of the Granby girls 
soccer team was selected as the 
Division 4 girls Player of the Year. 

“It's very special to see two of 
our players selected as the Player 
of the Year during the past two 
years, said Granby head coach 
Bob Weaver. “I've coached Nora 
during the past four years and 


she really deserved to receive the 
award this year. Shes a tremen- 
dous athlete and is a great kid. 
Were really going to miss her next 
year. 

A member of the South Hadley 
girls soccer team, which captured 
the Division 3 state title last fall, 
also received the LAF Scholarship 
Award for the second consecutive 
year. Carla Jarrett was the schol- 
arship recipient a year ago and 
Lindsay Marjanski was this year’s 
scholarship award winner. 

“Tt feels very nice to be reward- 
ed for all of the hard work that 
I've done, Marjanski said. “I'll be 
attending Holy Cross College and 


Western Mass. senior softball league 
seeks to start season on time 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


While many are hunkering 
down trying to wait out the coro- 
navirus pandemic that was crip- 
pled regular life, and especially 
the sports world with no compe- 
titions of any kind due to the edict 
from state and federal officials 
barring gatherings of 25 people or 
more. 

But the Western Mass. Relics, a 
softball league for senior citizens, 
is still planning to hold its sea- 
son-opening jamboree on April 
25. 

Steve Lepow, the public rela- 
tions director for the league, says 
the league has begun booking 
its field for play, and the Lud- 
low-based league, which draws 
plays from all over the region and 
into Connecticut, claims the field 
will be available come the start of 
the season. 

“We lease the softball field 
from Fish and Game and we met 
the owner and posed the question 
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The Western Mass. Relics, a senior softball league, play during last season. The soft- 
ball league is still planning to begin play on April 25 amid coronavirus concerns. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


about having to delay the start of 
the season, Lepow said. “He as- 
sured us the softball field will be 
available to us even if the bar is 
closed because of the coronavi- 
rus.’ 

The season starts on April 


25 with a jamboree of modified 


games with the regular season be- 
ginning on April 27. 

“Full games are supposed to 
happen on April 27, said Lepow. 
“We play seven inning games with 
two divisions. ‘The silver division 
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wam lost in the semifinals last fall. 


I'm very excited about it.’ 

Just like Young, Marjanski will 
be playing a sport other than soc- 
cer at the collegiate level. She'll be 
a member of the Crusaders wom- 
ens track and field team. 

“T’ve already met the members 
of the team, she said. “I’m looking 
forward to becoming a member of 
the track and field team next year. 
Holy Cross was the perfect fit for 
me both academically and athlet- 
ically. 

Marjanski’ss main event is high 
jump, but she will be able to do 
all of the events as a college fresh- 
man. 

The other scholarship award 


SPRING SPORTS 


Nate Mateus represented Agawam boys soccer at the LAF dinner on March 8. Aga- 





winners are Robert Michalski 
(East Longmeadow H.S), Erin 
Czelusniak (Lenox H.S), and JT 
Novitsky (Lenox HS). 

The members of the Division 
1 girls first team are Emily De- 
George (Agawam High School), 
Hope Santaniello (Agawam High 
School), Avery Klingensmith 
(Belchertown High School), and 
Brooke Samborski (Belchertown 
High School), Samantha Breton 
(Chicopee Comp High School), 
Emily Howard (Minnechaug 
Regional), Rhiann Ryan (Min- 
nechaug Regional), and Kather- 
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MIAA: Spring sports 
postponed to April 27 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Following the first postpone- 
ment of spring sports, the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association made a subsequent 
vote to further delay the start of 
the spring sports to April 27. 

The original start date of 
spring sports was March 16. It 
was delayed to March 30 when 
many schools began cancelling 
classes for two weeks due to the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The MIAAs Board of Directors 
were scheduled to meet again by 
teleconference this week to con- 
tinue to monitor the situation. 
However, the March 20 telecon- 
ference revealed some decisions 
that became necessary by the 
continued postponement of 
spring sports. 

The MIAA has agreed to only 
hold a postseason tournament is 
spring sports begins on April 27. 
If the MIAA has to make another 
postponement, then the tourna- 
ments in all spring sports will be 


cancelled and high schools will 
only play a modified schedule. 

Additionally, there will not be 
any exceptions made to Rule 34, 
which dictates how many con- 
tests a team can have in a given 
week. 

Depending on the sport, the 
number of competitions in a 
week can range from two to four. 
It modifies in the events makeups 
are held, such as in the case of 
baseball or softball. 

The board also voted unani- 
mously to waive the 10-practice 
rule before competition can hap- 
pen. The board voted to make it 
seven calendars from the start of 
practices. 

The maximum number of 
competitions was also modified 
to 12 for most sports for tourna- 
ment participation. A team must 
have at least eight contests for 
postseason participation. 

A typical baseball or softball 
schedule is normally 18 to 20 
games, while lacrosse and volley- 
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Thompson reschedules events, 
Icebreaker event moved to May 


THOMPSON, Conn. -- After conver- 
sations with all stakeholders, Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park announced 
on Tuesday the new date for the 46th an- 
nual Liquid Death Icebreaker weekend. 
The prestigious event is now tentatively set 
to take place May 15 and 16, including the 
headlining NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
Death To Plastic 150. 

Due to the current COVID-19 outbreak, 
the date is tentative, as the situation is fluid 
and changes are occurring across the mo- 
torsports industry daily. A full schedule for 
the event will be released once available. 

The original date for the Liquid Death 
Icebreaker, April 3 to 5, was postponed due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, but Thompson 
Speedway officials were committed to find- 
ing the right date and releasing it to the 
public as quickly as possible. 

“After working with all of the different 
parties involved, we feel this is the best 
weekend to run the Icebreaker and kick- 


off the Thompson racing season, Terry 
Eames, the General Manager of Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, said. “Just 
like the entire racing community, we are 
disappointed that we cant start the race 
season as originally scheduled. However, 
we will continue to abide by our Connecti- 
cut Governor Ned Lamont’s Executive 
Orders and CDC suggestions during this 
time. We fully expect to begin the season 
with the Icebreaker, May 15-16, and look 
forward to seeing everyone back at the 
track soon.’ 

The health of our valued race teams, 
fans, staff and customers is paramount 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. We have 
cleaned the property thoroughly to do our 
part to stop the spread of the virus and will 
continue to do so in the future. 

For more information on Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, visit thomp- 
sonspeedway.com and follow the track on 
social media. 
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ine Russell (Minnechaug Regional). 

The members of the Division 1 boys 
first team are Nate Mateus (Agawam High 
School), Connor Montagna (Agawam 
High School), Mamadi Jiana (Chicopee 
High School), Brennan Dort (Chicopee 
High School), Anthony Quiterio (Ludlow 
High School), Michael Riley (Ludlow High 
School), and Michael Tuck Jr. (Ludlow High 
School). 

The members of the Division 3 girls first 
team are Madelyn Doolittle (South Hadley 
High School), Anna Evans (South Had- 
ley High School), Teagan Gawron(South 
Hadley High School), Lindsay Marjanski 
(South Hadley High School), Paige Mar- 
janski (South Hadley High School), Bridget 
Sears (South Hadley High School), Tennes- 


see Murphy (Monson High School), Alivia 
Skowyra (Monson High School), and Ma- 
dalyn Theriault (Palmer High School). 

The members of the Division 3 boys first 
team are Owen Raines (Belchertown High 
School), Zach Lajeunesse (Belchertown 
High School), Korey Houle (Belchertown 
High School), and Ethan Czaporowski 
(Belchertown High School). 

The members of the Division 4 girls 
first team are Julia Frappier (Granby High 
School), Nora Young (Granby High School), 
Julia Gauvin (Granby High School), Emily 
Vallee (Granby High School), and Caitlin 
Hess (Ware High School). 

The members of the Division 4 boys 
first team are Logan Gerry (Monson High 
School), Shawn Jalbert (Monson High 
School), and Prescott Watson (Monson 
High School). 
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is for 50 to 65-year-olds and the gold di- 
vision is for ages 65 and older. Our oldest 
player is 89-years-old- 

The purpose of the league is to have fun 
and build friendships. 

Lepow said regardless of where the pan- 
demic stands, the league does plan to fore- 
go typical hand-shaking lines post game. 

“We will eliminate hand-shaking lines 
after the game and fist bumps,’ said Lepow. 
“We have safety rules to prevent contact 
such as two first base bags (orange for the 
runner and white for the fielder. We also 
have a screen for the pitchers circle to pro- 
tect the pitcher. 

Lepow says player safety will be a top 
concern. 

“Safety is our number one concern, 
said Lepow. In addition to the things to 
the hand-shaking, we are asking any player 
who is sick not to come. We are also provid- 
ing wipes or other sanitizers to use on bats. 
On our website we have information con- 
stantly being added to keep players advised 
on what we are doing to ensure safety. 

The commissioner of the league recent- 
ly emailed players asking them to use com- 


mon sense and announce that the season 
is still on. 

The league's only opposition could come 
at the local, state, or federal level if the 
games are not exempted from the gather- 
ing restrictions that have been made. 





The Western Mass. Relics, a senior softball league, 
play during last season. The softball league is still 
planning to begin play on April 25 amid coronavirus 
concerns. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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ball compete in 16 to 18 contests. 

According to the board of directors, 
there is a movement to try and keep stu- 
dent-athletes from missing their senior 
season, especially after the state tourna- 
ment was interrupted for basketball and 
hockey. 

“Based on the charge from the BOD to 
have a spring sport season start date of 
April 27, the board minutes state. “Discus- 
sion regarding a timeline for post-season 
play took place. The Tournament Manage- 
ment Committee is committed to allow for 
broad participation at all levels this spring. 
Keeping student-athletes connected, in- 
volved and engaged has meaning and pur- 
pose after the challenges that were faced 
at the end of the winter season and spring 
sports in general.’ 


School districts across the state have 
been ordered closed through April 7. That 
order was made by Gov. Charlie Baker. Bak- 
er has not made a decision or set a deadline 
to revisit that closure and whether or not to 
extend it. 

The MIAA has posted a fluid document 
on its website answering questions about 
the current situation. The document is 
considered fluid and is updated when new 
developments occur. 

The MIAA has specifically stated that 
no sports can be practice or played prior 
to April 27. Additionally, coaches unable to 
interact with their players before that date. 

The MIAA plans to provide guidance on 
health and safety guidelines for spring sports 
ifthere are still concerns about the coronavi- 
rus when schools resume competition. 

The board was scheduled to meet Tues- 
day morning with an update to be publish 
after that meeting. 





AGAWAM ZONING 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD16P0538EA 
Estate of: 
Maureen C. Fredey 
Also known as: 
Maureen Donatini 
Date of Death: 12/21/2015 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for S/A - 
Formal Appointment of 
Successor PR has been filed 
by Catherine Marek of 
Easthampton MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Catherine Marek 
of Easthampton MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 
IMPORT ANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/17/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 


an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 20, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/26/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0476EA 
Estate of: 
Hannelore Gingras 
Date of Death: 12/16/2019 
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CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by: Richard C Gingras of 
Agawam MA and Kevin H 
Gingras of Wilbraham MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Richard C Gingras of 
Agawam MA and Kevin H 
Gingras of Wilbraham MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/03/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expensesof admin- 


istration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 

M Hyland, First Justice of 

this Court. 

Date: March 06, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

3/26/2020 


BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Due to the declaration by 
Governor Baker of a State 
of Emergency, The Zoning 
Board of Appeals Public 
Hearings that were sched- 
uled for Monday, March 23, 
2020 have been rescheduled 
for Monday April 13, 2020 
at 6:30 PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. 

Case# 1991 — 270 Main 
Street - Usmonov 

Case# 1992 — 27 Liberty 
Street — Katica 

Doreen A. Prouty 
Chairperson 
Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals 
3/26/2020 


VISIT 
www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Library cancels April events, 
takes poetry entries by email 


After much discussion among staff, the 
Children’s Room at the Agawam Public Li- 
brary decided this week to cancel all of its 
in-person programs for April. 

The library will still hold its Student 
Poetry Contest throughout the month of 
April, with entries being taken by email, 
Children’s Librarian Pamela Weingart said. 
Entries may be submitted between April 1 
and 30 at pweingart@agawamlibrary.org. 
PDF and JPEG formats are preferred. 

Entries must be original works by writ- 
ers in grades 1-12. Poems may be typed or 
hand-written on a plain white background, 
with no illustrations. The poem must fit on 
one 8%2-by-11-inch page, at a standard font 
size. The poems title should be at the top 
of the page; the author's name must not 
appear on the page. Each poet may submit 


only one entry. 

Poems will be judged based on spelling, 
grammar, style and presentation, impact, 
and originality. All entries will be bound 
into a book for viewing at the library. Win- 
ners will be announced in May. 

As of this week, the library is tentative- 
ly slated to reopen March 28, though that 
date is subject to change. If the library re- 
mains closed after April 1, poetry contest 
entries can be submitted by email but will 
not be able to be dropped off in person, as 
both the doors and the book drop will be 
locked. 

The Children’s Room staff is consider- 
ing what other activities it can host, when 
it reopens, that will keep participants at a 
healthy distance apart. 


Press Club college scholarship 
deadline extended to next month 


The Valley Press Club has extended until 
April 17 its deadline to apply for up to six 
$1,000 scholarships for high school seniors 
pursuing a career in journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students from Western 
Massachusetts or northern Connecticut 
pursuing carers in print, broadcast or pho- 
tojournalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 


and overall achievement as measured by 
an applicant's high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and ex- 
tracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are available 
at www.ValleyPressClub.com, high school 
guidance offices, or by emailing ntassi- 
nari@thebige.com. 

Applications may be sent by email or by 
mail to Noreen Tassinari, VPC Scholarship 
Chair, Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Me- 
morial Ave., West Springfield, MA 01089. 


Subscribe online: 
WwWwW.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 
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HCSS-West classes continuing online 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Hampden 
Charter School of Science in West Spring- 
field is continuing its educational activities 
online, while the governor's order closing 
schools until April 6 remains in effect. 

HCSS Virtual School has been set up to 
provide parents and students most up-to- 
date information about the Covid-19 pan- 
demic and how their school is responding 
to it. HCSS-West students, who come pri- 
marily from Agawam, Holyoke, Springfield 
and West Springfield, attend online Zoom 
sessions to connect with their teachers 


every day between 10 a.m. and noon. Stu- 
dents also have the opportunity to meet 
with school counselors. 

Teachers assign classwork on Google 
Classroom, to be completed online. All stu- 
dents have their Chromebooks with them 
and technical assistance is provided by 
school IT department online and on site on 
Wednesdays between noon and 2 p.m. 

For more information, visit hampden- 
charter.org or email school administration 
at hcsswest@hampdencharter.org. 





sign up for Storrowton summer camp 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Storrowton Vil- 
lage Museum will offer a variety of special 
summer youth programs for teens and for 
children during the month of July. 

Teen Leader Workshops will take place 
July 6-9 for youth ages 14-18. Students can 
experience 19th century trades, like black- 
smithing, textiles, and cooking, in a hands- 
on setting and learn how these trades are 
still vital in the 21st century. All sessions 
will be taught by experienced historical in- 
structors and include meeting modern day 
leaders in these fields. 

“New this year will be a look at STEAM 
in the 19th century, with activities cen- 
tered around gears and pulleys, building 
catapults and exploring anthropological 
archaeology, said museum director Jessica 
K. Fontaine. 

Students interested in Teen Leader 
Workshops must register by June 25. Full- 
day sessions are $250, with half-day ses- 
sions for $150. Students taking two or more 
Teen Leader Workshops who are interested 
in attending for free can sign up for the mu- 
seums Teen Leader Training Week, taking 
place July 13-16. This special second ses- 
sion will impart skills and training needed 
to become a counselor at Storrowtonss Ear- 
ly American Summer Programs, happening 


July 20-23. 

“All skills learned during Teen Leader 
Training Week are adaptable for life out- 
side of our Village, plus teens will get to 
meet leaders in our community who once 
participated in youth opportunities here at 
Eastern States Exposition, Fontaine said. 

Children who have completed grades 
1-5 by the end of the school year may sign 
up for Early American Summer Programs. 
They can pick their own 19th century his- 
tory adventure, via half-day sessions about 
toys and games, nature, art and Native 
American life, homesteading or archaeolo- 
gy. Two full-day sessions will focus on 19th 
century stage and STEAM (science, tech- 
nology, engineering and math), complete 
with components like a friends and family 
stage performance or a spot in Storrow- 
tons Narrow Sea Regatta toy boat race. 

Attending all four days costs $185; a sin- 
gle full day is $60, a half-day session is $40, 
or two half-day sessions are $60. Registra- 
tion closes July 9. 

The museum is on the grounds of the 
Eastern States Exposition at 1305 Me- 
morial Ave., West Springfield. For more 
information about programs, visit www. 
storrowtonvillage.com/SummerYouthPro- 
grams or Call 413-205-5051. 
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Zloski. 

“In order to make it of value, we need to 
make it usable, added committee member 
Les Tingley. 

Agawam professional planning staff 
asked committee members to reconsider 
their opposition. 

“Tt's atown-owned building and we cant 
just let it fall apart,’ said Marc Strange, the 
towns planning and economic develop- 
ment director. He called the barn “the icon, 
arguably, of the whole town.’ 

Richard Bennett, who served on the 
task force that recommended the School 
Street Barn renovation, said the work was 
prompted by a storm last spring when a 
hole opened in the roof and rain was com- 
ing in to the barn. 

“It's critical right now [that] we ap- 
propriate this money to save the wooden 
structure, he said. 

The proposal includes an_ estimat- 
ed construction cost of $247,200, as well 
$16,400 in stabilization work on the foun- 
dation, a 10 percent contingency and 
$56,400 for Crosskey Architects of Hart- 
ford, which prepared the plans. 

CPA Committee member Vin Ronghi 
said it looks like some parts of the pro- 
posed rehabilitation project use contem- 
porary materials. Although the barn itself 
is historical, CPA historical preservation 
funds should only be spent on historically 
accurate work, he said. 

The proposed project would not make 
any foundation repairs. Maggi said the 
town shouldnt be focusing on “cosmetic” 
repairs, such as $30,000 in finish carpentry, 
before fixing what was identified five years 
ago as the chief structural concern with 
the property. 

Strange, however, said an October 2019 
analysis showed that “the wooden struc- 








The bulk of the spending proposed at the School 
Street Barn would be replacement of the roofing 
and siding, which have developed holes over the 
years. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


ture will fail before the foundation fails, 
and it’s important to replace the roof and 
siding so that the internal beams do not 
suffer weather damage. 

Crosskey Architects, in a report dated 
March 3, said the foundation appears to be 
no worse than it was in 2012. The “stabilize 
and monitor” option is substantially less 
expensive than the $482,100 it would cost 
to replace the foundation, they said. They 
recommended stabilizing now, and a full 
replacement at a later date. 

Agawam Procurement Officer Jennifer 
Bonfiglio said shed like to see the current 
plan proceed now, while town boards de- 
cide what to do with the barn, with foun- 
dation, accessibility and any other renova- 
tion work to follow later. 

“We presented you with the cheapest 
option to preserve everything above the 
foundation and keep it from falling down,’ 
she said. “We're not doing anything that 
would be undone’ in a larger project. 

Ronghi said hed like to see a plan for 
use before spending the first dollar. 

“If the public benefit is down the road, 
then let this project come before us down 
the road, when it is for public benefit,’ 
Ronghi said. 

CPA Committee members voted unani- 





mously to ask for a workshop meeting with 
members of the City Council and Histori- 
cal Commission to determine what they 
envision as the future use of the School 
Street Barn, and what level of spending 
councilors would support. 

“Theres so many divisive factions in 
this, I don't think we're going to get any 
closer than we have for the last 15 years” 
without a focused discussion, said CPA 
Committee member Vi Baldwin. 

The barn is a landmark in eastern Aga- 
wam, a remnant both of the towns agri- 
cultural past and of the former Hampden 
County Jail Farm, which once occupied 
what is now School Street Park. According 
to town officials, it is the only remaining 
double-ramp barn in Western Massachu- 
setts. 

In a letter voicing is “full and unani- 
mous support’ of preservation efforts, the 
Agawam Historical Commission called the 
barn “the last evidence of the property's 
former agricultural role in the community. 
It went on to note that Sheriff David Man- 
ning received the William Pynchon Award 
in 1945, in part because his progressive 
Agawam jail farm provided inmates “fresh 
air and sunshine and a chance to cultivate 
the good earth, producing food for their 
own consumption and to the money-sav- 
ing of the county. 

Controversy over renovating or repur- 
posing the barn is nothing new. After ex- 
tensive debate, the City Council agreed to 
appropriate $447,000 of CPA funds to reha- 
bilitate the structure and rebuild the foun- 
dation in 2015. The project turned out to 
cost more than that, however, so the town 
changed the scope to a more basic “stabi- 
lization” project, focused on the wooden 
structure. Though the lowest bid came in 
at $210,000, the CPA Committee then re- 
fused to support funding the project be- 
cause it did not include foundation work, 
which it viewed as the more pressing need. 
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DPW: Don’t flush 
‘flushable’ wipes 


The toilet is not a trash can because 
wipes clog pipes, the Agawam Department 
of Public Works said in a press release last 
week. 

As coronavirus precautions cause more 
people to use wet wipes, some of which are 
labeled and marketed as “flushable,’ the 
workers that manage Agawam’ss sewer sys- 
tem asks all homeowners to dispose of them 
in the trash, no matter what the label says. 

Wipes dont dissolve quickly in water, 
like thin, dry toilet paper does. Instead, they 
can clog household plumbing and the sewer 
pipes in the street, as well as critical equip- 
ment at the treatment plant. Other items 
that pose a threat to the sewer system, and 
should be trashed rather than flushed, in- 
clude other personal care products, gloves, 
dental floss, paper towels and grease. 

Property owners are responsible for the 
costs of clearing blockages in their own 
plumbing, or in the sewer pipe from the 
household to the point where it joins the 
sewer main. 

For more information about “flush- 
able” products, visit news.wef.org/stop- 
dont-flush-that. For more about local trash 
disposal, visit www.agawam.ma.us/288/ 
Trash-Recycling. 
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RMV extends expirations for licenses, auto inspections 


SPRINGFIELD — ‘The coronavirus state 
of emergency has resulted in the closure 
of several Registry of Motor Vehicles loca- 
tions, but licenses and registrations that 
would have expired this month and next 
month are being extended. 

In Western Massachusetts, only the 
Springfield and Pittsfield RMV offices re- 
main open. All AAA branches that offered 
RMV services have closed. For the remain- 
ing RMV offices, transactions will be con- 
ducted by appointment only. Drivers may 
reserve time up to two days in advance at 
www.mass.gov/rmv. 

Customers who make an appointment 
are advised to arrive on time and prepared 
for their visit at their selected location, 
and will be sent a confirmation email that 
they should be prepared to show on arriv- 
al. Customers who do not have immediate 
needs for necessary and required in-per- 
son transactions should delay their visits 
and not visit a service center without an 
appointment. All customers are asked to 
not bring multiple individuals with them to 
assist with “social distancing.’ Only a limit- 
ed number of customers will be allowed in 


each service center at a time. 

Hearings will be conducted at only five 
locations, none of which is in Western Mas- 
sachusetts. The nearest RMV branch that 
will hold hearings is Worcester. 

More than 40 different RMV transac- 
tions can be completed at www.mass.gov/ 
rmv, which will remain active throughout 
the state of emergency. 


Licenses 

All Class D and Class DM driver's licens- 
es, ID cards, and learner's permits that have 
expired or are expiring between March 1 
and April 30 will have a 60-day extension 
applied to the current expiration date. The 
same extension also applies for commer- 
cial driver’s licenses (CDLs) and commer- 
cial learner's permits (CLPs) with expira- 
tion dates in those two months. 

Class D and M learner's permit knowl- 
edge exams have been suspended until 
April 7. This means the RMV we will not 
offer Class D or M knowledge exams in its 
service centers until then. Additionally, 
road tests are canceled through Monday, 
April 4. Learner's permit holders may re- 


schedule their road test after that date, 
within the 60-day extension of their expira- 
tion date. 

CDL road tests are still being adminis- 
tered, at the Wilmington and Milford ser- 
vice centers. 


Inspections 

Annual vehicle safety and emissions 
inspections will also have their expiration 
dates extended by two months. 

Non-commercial vehicles with inspec- 
tion stickers that expire on March 31 (des- 
ignated by a number 3 on the inspection 
sticker) must be inspected by May 31. 

Non-commercial vehicles with inspec- 
tions expiring in April (a “4” sticker) must 
be inspected by June 30. 

Non-commercial vehicles with a failed 
inspection sticker (a red or black letter “R”) 
due to expire in March must be re-inspect- 
ed by May 31; “R’ stickers expiring in April 
must be inspected by June 30. Additionally, 
the one free re-test for these vehicles is also 
extended to May 31 or June 30, provided 
the re-test is performed at the same in- 
spection station that performed the initial 


inspection. 

Regardless of the date of inspection, ve- 
hicles issued a failed inspection sticker due 
to a safety defect (indicated by a sticker 
with a red letter “R”) should not be driven 
until appropriate repairs have been com- 
pleted. 

All motorcycle inspection stickers orig- 
inally set to expire on May 31 must be in- 
spected by June 30. 

The RMV is also extending the time 
during which newly registered vehicles 
must be inspected, which is typically 
within seven days of the date of registra- 
tion. 

Newly registered non-commercial vehi- 
cle purchased between March 1 and March 
31 must be inspected by May 31. Those pur- 
chased between April 1 and April 31 must 
be inspected by June 30. 


Registrations 
Vehicle registration expirations will not 
be extended at this time. Most vehicle reg- 
istrations can be renewed online at www. 
mass.gov/rmv. 





State launches coronavirus 
text messaging alert system 


Gov. Charlie Baker on Tuesday an- 
nounced the launch of a new text-based 
notification system to deliver important in- 
formation about Massachusetts response 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Throughout this outbreak, we have 
consistently reminded our residents to get 
their information from trusted sources. To- 
day were making that easier, said Baker. 
“With the addition of this new communi- 
cation tool, were making it easier for every- 
one to stay informed about state actions 
and important announcements related to 
Covid-19- 

The new messaging tool called “Alerts- 
MA’ will allow residents to subscribe to 
real-time notifications by texting the key- 
word COVIDMA to 888-777. After signing 
up, state and public health officials can 
send short messages and links to informa- 
tion directly to a resident's cell phone or 
other mobile device. 

“Being well-informed during this public 
health emergency, and following health of- 
ficials advice, can help us to slow and even- 
tually stop the spread of Covid-19 in our 
communities, said Secretary Marylou Sud- 
ders, the state's Covid-19 Command Center 
director. “Staying connected with our resi- 
dents is a central part of our response.’ 

The AlertsMA notifications can be used 
to share news, prevention information, and 
help connect residents to information that 
they are looking for through other public 
information channels, such as the state's 
information line, 2-1-1, and website search- 
es ON Mass.gov. 


The state Executive Office of Technol- 
ogy Services and Security partnered with 
Everbridge, whose platform powers Alerts- 
MA, to bring the notification service online 
during the Covid-19 response. Everbridge 
is a Massachusetts-based company located 
in Burlington. The companys notification 
service is assisting the public health re- 
sponse around the country, including New 
York City, San Francisco, and Houston. 

“During this public health emergency, it 
is increasingly important that we leverage 
technology to enhance our ability to com- 
municate with the residents and business- 
es of the commonwealth, said Secretary of 
Technology Services and Security Curtis M. 
Wood. “This text message notification ser- 
vice is a tool that reaches people in the eas- 
iest way possible — on their mobile devices 
— to keep them informed on the latest up- 
dates from the commonwealth.’ 

“Statewide public notification systems 
like AlertsMA will keep people safe and 
businesses running when critical events 
occur, said David Meredith, CEO of Ev- 
erbridge. “With our headquarters here in 
Massachusetts, Everbridge proudly serves 
the commonwealth as their statewide mass 
notification provider, keeping citizens in- 
formed during Covid-19. We would like to 
thank the governor and the state for their 
continued prioritization on emergency 
readiness, response and communications. 

The state will promote the service on 
mass.gov, through digital displays and bill- 
boards at the MBTA, via MassDOT, and 
through social media. 





USDA funding for property owners 
can help restore, protect wetlands 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Natural Resources Conservation Service is 
making funding available to help landown- 
ers protect and restore wetlands in Massa- 
chusetts. The funding is provided through 
the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program, which protects critical water re- 
sources and wildlife habitat, and encour- 
ages private owners to maintain land for 
farming. 

Through the voluntary sale of an ease- 
ment, landowners limit future develop- 
ment to protect these key resources. 

“The benefits of restoring, enhancing 
and protecting critical wetlands cannot be 
overstated, said Dan Wright, Massachu- 
setts state conservationist for NRCS. “Wet- 
lands provide critical habitat for a wide 
array of wildlife species. They also store 
floodwaters, clean and recharge ground- 
water, sequester carbon, trap sediment and 
filter pollutants for clean water. USDA is 


committed to restoring and protecting vital 
sensitive wetlands that provide important 
wildlife habitat and improve water quality. 

ACEPs Wetland Reserve Easements al- 
low landowners to restore, enhance and 
protect habitat for wildlife on their lands, 
reduce damage from flooding, recharge 
groundwater and provide outdoor rec- 
reational and educational opportunities. 
Eligible landowners may enroll in a per- 
manent easement. Tribal landowners also 
have the option of enrolling in 30-year con- 
tracts. 

Interested landowners should apply 
by Friday, May 1. Applications should be 
submitted to Helen Castles, USDA-NRCS 
Massachusetts State Office, 451 West St., 
Amherst, MA 01002. 

For more information about ACEP 
and other technical and financial assis- 
tance available through NRCS, visit www. 
ma.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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The streets of Holyoke Ww re quiet last Sunday, as the St. Patrick’ ade was canceled for the 
first time in 69 years. The parade, which would have included a division from Agawam for the 20th 


time, was one of innumerable large-scale events, around the world, to be canceled because of the 
coronavirus outbreak. Agawam participants in the parade would have included a colleen and her court 
of five other young ladies, riding the town’s official St. Patrick’s Day float; a parade marshal and two 
other award winners; the Agawam High School color guard and marching band; Agawam police and 
fire officers; and local elected officials. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 





Businesses surveyed on Covid impact 


Pioneer Valley business and planning 
agencies are conducting an online sur- 
vey of local businesses and organizations 
about how the coronavirus state of emer- 
gency has affected them. 

The information gathered will be used 
to advocate for resources to help now and 
in the coming weeks and months. The sur- 
vey can be found at www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/PVBIZCOVID and will be active un- 
til March 31. 

A report of survey findings will be post- 
ed at FRCOG.org in early April. 

Agencies sponsoring the survey include 


the Franklin Regional Council of Govern- 
ments, Common Capital, Economic Devel- 
opment Council of Western Massachusetts, 
Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, 
Franklin County Community Development 
Corporation, Greater Westfield Chamber of 
Commerce, MassHire Franklin Hampshire 
Employment Board, MassHire Hampden 
Employment Board, Pioneer Valley Plan- 
ning Commission and Economic Devel- 
opment Partners, a group of regional and 
municipal planners and economic devel- 
opment leaders. 
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In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 
community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you. 


: A. 4 , 
_ 
- ’ 
: — vf 
j PPP 7y - " * \ 
j j Y “ ’ x " 
‘ . " 
= . NI 
= a 
" 
‘ 











, a = 
Accurate. Reliable. Unbiased. Local. 


subscribe Today at 
800.824.6546 or turleynewspapers.com 


to stay Informed and help protect tne future of local reporting. 


Let your community know if you are still open and 


what services you are still providing. 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE! Specials Available! 


AGAWAM 


ADVERTISER NEWS 
It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local. 
800.824.6548 | agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 opt. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 
8136 Chesterfield 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wari- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 


ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





*ek*KEEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVICE CALLS, REPAIRS, code 
violations, smoke alarms, home in- 
spection repairs, Hot Tubs, swimming 
pools, more. Timothy McGovern Lic 
#a16618 413-530-4958 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


Buying? Selling? 
Our 


Classifieds = 
Get Results! § 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 





DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY : 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










BRIMFIELD 


“ ( 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 








HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP.- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick walks and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial (413)746- 
9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price Add $10 for ¢ second Zone DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.0] oOradd$15torunin LLC- Spring Clean-ups 
Dethatching 
ALL THREE ZONES. eee 
Stump grinding 
Name; Phone: _ : First ZONE base price aie ts Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
§ Certified/ Insured 
Address: Add a second ZONE 10.00 ecsiane Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
Gaia Eek free estimate. 
TOW al Adda third ZONE $5.00 “==eX 
uadbIN 
Number of Weeks: __ X per week rate = $ _ Subtotal 
Credit Card: _} MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover LJ Cash LI Check# _ —_ x Number of Weeks LEGAL SERVICES 
Card #:_ Exp. Date _CVV _ ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
TOTAL Enclosed 40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Amount of charge: Date: Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 


imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 





TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 
oy Ys a Od Ft 
JUNK 
AND REPAIRABLE 


_e7 AN 





FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


CALL OR TEXT 
se Soe Dot, = = Fe 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO PARTS 


BUYING JUNK OR wrecked cars 
and light trucks. Call Mark’s Auto Parts, 


in East Granby, CT. 860-653-2551 


< Wh 


id 





LIFE CARE CENTER 
of WILBRAHAM 


HEALTH INFORMATION 
MANAGER 


Full-time position available. Qualified 
candidate must have ICD-9 coding 
experience, be detail-oriented and possess 
strong organizational and time management 
skills. We offer great pay and benefits in a 
team-oriented environment. 








Lisa Persson@LCCA.com 
LifeCareCareers.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 


Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 





POSITION AVAILABLE Market 


Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 


ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


Post your 
} job openings 
wd in our 
oo = classifieds. 


We get results! 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


EE CO Be 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 





2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


=) Tel: 413-289-0058 
IRS Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER | 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Wniney 
Enrolled Agent 


SixtyFive Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 





\Y/ (53 e1 ale) am kd.arsl elem al latclaleitcl mols) Aldleists 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 * Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


Call For An 


413-967-8364 [emul 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ _ 


AUTHORIZED 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


PROVIDER 


(a13) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 





Personal & Small Business 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FASZ 77727 DSEAA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


<> 


Federal & All States 





p20 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients ' 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


sbest 
LASSIFIEDS = 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 


INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
EE _ 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 


For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-324-6548 
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More than 50 retirees and visitors originally from Agawam enjoyed a pleasant day on March 4 for the annual Agawam Kathy and Don Carvill, and Esther and Lillian DePalo, stand for the Pledge of Allegiance at 


i... 






Day in Florida. Participants shared stories and good times, as well as door prizes, a gift exchange and a 50-50 raffle. the start of this year’s Agawam Day at Fort DeSoto State Park in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


mim yh) | 


: 
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Hank Drewnowski leads the Pledge of Allegiance at the start of this 
year’s Agawam Day festivities. 
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Gathered at Agawam Day in Florida are, from left, Elaine Taupier, Joan Kane, 


Marlene Censki, George Collins (seated), Dian Curran, Bill and Judy Fearn, and 
Betty Denehy. 


Sandy Drewnowski stands with Hank Drewnowski, the organiz- 
er of the annual Agawam Day event. 


Community Newspaper 


ADVERTISING — 4 
Susan and Jack Cavallon stand in the sun during the annual Florida 

VU) ; get-together of Agawam natives. Though it only hit the low 50s in 
ethane SS What’s a party without some cake? In Florida, sugary frosting is the only kind the Pioneer Valley, attendees of Agawam Day enjoyed temperatures 
of “icing” they get. in the 80s and a breeze beneath sunny skies. 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY 

POLICY 

When banking feels like working, — 
your bankingisn't working. | === 


date of death and 
funeral date and place. 








Switch to a local bank that makes everyday banking simple and easy. ere 


Because we work for you, not the other way around. Obituarscotns 


$100, which allows 

families to publish 
extended death notice 

information of their 


own choice and may 


EOS /, ) include a photograph. 
yy CO eC S Death Notices & 
Pa Paid Obituaries 


should be 
submitted through a 





funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


ban kat De a) D les -CO m 41 3 ° 53 3 sd 9 50 O Member FDIC/Member DIF a ae Aa guineas 


cae only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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